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Beck, Annie d. 21 Jul 1891 81 yrs. 7 mos.   R54/211  
Beck.  On Tuesday the 21st inst. At her late residence, 300 A street southeast at 2:27 o'clock a.m., Miss 
Annie Beck, aged 81 years 7 months.  Funeral from Waugh M.E. Church at 4 p.m. Thursday the 23d inst.  
Interment private.  

 
Beck, Eliza E. d. 27 Mar 1896 77 yrs.   R71/252  

Beck.  Suddenly, on Friday, March 27, 1896, at 1 o'clock a.m., Elizabeth E., beloved wife of John Beck, sr., 
in the 78th year of her age. 
   Calm on the bosom of thy God, 
   Fair spirit, rest thee now; 
   E'en while with ours thy footsteps trod, 
   His seal was on thy brow. 
   Dust to its narrow house beneath, 
   Sent to its place on high; 
   They that have seen thy look in death 
   No more may fear to die. 
          Husband and Children 
Funeral from her late residence, No. 612 7th street southwest, Monday, March 30, at 3 o'clock p.m.  
Relatives and friends invited to attend. 

  
Beck, Elizabeth A. d. 15 Dec 1880 76 yrs.   Beck Vault 

Beck.  On Wednesday, December 15, 1880 at 8 p.m., Mrs. Elizabeth A. Beck, relict of the late Rezin Beck, 
in the 77th year of his age.  Funeral from Mt. Vernon M.E. Church at 2 p.m., Friday 17th inst.  Relatives and 
friends are respectfully invited. 

 
Beck, Elizabeth O. d. 24 Aug 1857 63 yrs.   R55/213  

Beck.  On the 24th instant, Mrs. Elizabeth O. Beck, wife of the late Joseph W. Beck in the 64th year of his 
age.  The friends of the family are invited to attend her funeral at 3 o’clock on Tuesday from her late 
residence corner of 3d and A streets, Capitol Hill. 

  
Beck, Emeline d. 13 Sep 1871 39 yrs.   R11/60  

Beck.  On the 13th inst. At 1 o'clock a.m., Emeline, beloved wife of William E. Beck, age 39 years.  The 
relatives and friends of the family are respectfully requested to attend the funeral from the residence of her 
husband on 10th street below E street s.e. on tomorrow (Thursday) the 14th inst. At 4 o'clock p.m. 

 
Beck, Ernest d. 15 Jan 1898 64 yrs.   R75/89  

Beck.  Departed this life on Saturday, January 15, 1898 Ernest Beck, aged 64 years.  Funeral from W.H. Lee 
undertakers on March 13 at 2 p.m.  Interment private. 
 
The Evening Star, March 12, 1898 
Ernest Beck's Body 
Remains of Missing Baker Found in the River 
The body of Ernest Beck, the baker, who disappeared from his home at No. 1201 New Jersey avenue 
southeast two months ago, was recovered yesterday afternoon.  Clarence Rowland, a boy living near 
Giesboro Point, found the body in the Anacostia river near the shore between the asylum wharf and 
Giesboro.  The tide was unusually low at the time and the body was exposed to view on the flats.  It had 
probably been there for several days, as the effects of the sun on the body were plainly visible. 
 
The body was in an advanced state of decomposition.  Knights of Labor cards and other papers found in the 
pockets of the clothing showed that there could be no doubt of the identification.  Because of the late hour at 
which the body was found it was permitted to remain there until this morning, when it was removed to the 
morgue by Undertaker J.W. Lee. 
 
Beck, who was sixty-five years old, was last seen alive late Saturday night, January 15, when he left the 
house of a friend on 4 1/2 street.  He had worked at Berger's bakery on L street southwest, and received his 
weekly salary that afternoon.  The money he turned over to his wife, reserving only about 40 cents for 
incidentals.  After supper he called on friends, as had been his custom for years and late that night he started 
from his friends house to return home.  When his disappearance was reported, a story was circulated to the 
effect that there had been a struggle on the bridge crossing the canal, and, it is said, a splash followed.  This, 
it was believed was occasioned by the throwing overboard of the baker. 
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Mrs. Beck, widow of the dead man, insisted that her husband had fallen or had been thrown in the canal, and 
at her request the water was dragged several times by Harbormaster Sutton's crew. 
 
This morning Coroner Carr viewed the body at the morgue and decided to hold an inquest at 6 o'clock this 
evening.  Deputy Coroner Glazebrook was directed to make an autopsy in order to determine if any violence 
had been inflicted before the body reached the water. 
 
The Evening Star, January 25, 1898 
The Ernest Beck Mystery 
Wife of the Missing Man Offers Reward for Information 
Members of the Family Believe He Was Drowned in the James Creek Canal 
Mrs. Beck, wife of Ernest Beck, the baker who lately disappeared from his home, No. 1201 New Jersey 
avenue southeast has offered a reward of $25 for information leading to his whereabouts, dead or alive.  As 
heretofore stated in The Star, Mr. Beck is sixty-five years old, and is a baker by trade.  He has been married 
forty-one years, and has lived in the house at New Jersey avenue and M street all this time.  When he left 
home ten days ago, his wife says, he wore a suit of clothes made of mixed goods, and a fedora hat.  The 
members of his family assert as their belief that his body is in the James Creek canal. 
 
The missing man worked in Berger's bakery on L street southwest between 4 1/2 and 6th streets.  He returned 
home a week ago last Saturday, and handed to his wife the weekly allowance for the house.  After supper he 
dressed and said he was going to call on Mr. Crimling, a fellow baker, who lives on 4 1/2 street.  This had 
been his custom every Saturday night for years.  When ready to leave the house he took from his pocket $3 
and said he would leave it at home, for fear something might happen.  He had just 35 cents left, and he went 
away from home in unusually good spirits.  He called on his baker friend, and remained until about 8:30 
o'clock.  He then called on Mr. Miller, another friend, who lives on 4 1/2 street. 
 
The Start Homeward 
It was about 11:30 o'clock when he left Mr. Miller's and started for home.  He had just six squares to go from 
Mr. Miller's to his own home.  It is known that he started in the direction of his home, for Mr. miller went to 
the door and waited until he reached the corner of M street. 
 
Which way he turned when he reached that corner is not known.  It is believed to be possible that he turned 
west and went in the direction of the river instead of going east towards his home.  Although the wife and 
children now believe he is dead, some of them remain at the window most of the time hoping every 
pedestrian will prove to be the missing husband and father. 
 
Mrs. Beck says that her husband's home life was a happy one, and there was no reason why he should have 
gone away.  The idea of suicide she is certain never entered his head, for he was always afraid of death.  It 
was only a few weeks ago that he suffered with the toothache and was badly frightened. 
 
Sober and Industrious Man 
Mr. Beck, members of his family say, was a sober and industrious man, but Saturday nights it had been his 
custom to drink a few glasses of beer.  Several Saturday nights colored boys, who congregate near the M 
street bridge, had pursued him and given him some trouble, and this, his wife says, was why he left his 
money at home the night he disappeared. 
 
Since his disappearance Mrs. Beck has heard a great many rumors concerning her husband, but investigation 
of them convinces her that no one in South Washington has seen him since he left the corner of 4 1/2 and M 
streets shortly before midnight ten days ago. 
 
As heretofore stated in The Star, the James Creek canal has been dragged twice by the members of the crew 
of the police boat, since Mr. Beck's disappearance, and a request is to be made that it be dragged again, as 
soon as the weather will permit.  

 
Beck, Hilton M. d. 28 Jun 1903 18 yrs.   R71/253  

Beck.  On Sunday, June 28, 1903, after a lingering illness, Hilton M., eldest beloved son of John and Allen 
A. Beck (nee King), aged 18 years. 
   Our darling is sleeping so free from all pain, 
   Oh, wake him not, sweet spirit, to suffer again; 
   He slumbers so soundly, oh, let him sleep on; 
   His sickness all ended and his troubles all gone. 
   Oh, think how he suffered and moaned with pain 
   Through the long night hours we soothed him in vain, 
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   Until God in His mercy sent down from above 
   An angel that whispered a message of love. 
          By Mamma and Papa 
Funeral from residence of his parents, 809 6th street southwest, on Tuesday, June 30, at 3 o'clock p.m.  
Relatives and friends invited to attend. (Arlington, N.J. and Philadelphia papers please copy). 

 
Beck, John (Sr.) b. 30 Sep 1817 - d. 19 Sep 1907 89 yrs.   R71/251  

Beck.  On Thursday, September 19, 1907, at 7:10 a.m., John Beck, Sr., beloved husband of the late Elizabeth 
Beck, aged 89 years 11 months and 20 days. 
   Dear papa is sleeping, so free from all pain, 
   Oh, wake him not, sweet spirit, to suffer again. 
   He is sleeping so sweetly, oh, let him sleep on, 
   His sickness all ended, his troubles all gone. 
   Oh, think how he suffered and moaned with pain, 
   Through the long night hours we watched him in vain, 
   Till God in His mercy sent down from above 
    An angel that whispered a message of love. 
          By His Children 
Funeral from the residence of his son, 809 6th street southwest, on Saturday, September 21, at 2 o'clock p.m.  
Friends and relatives invited to attend. 

 
The Evening Star, September 21, 1907 
Last Tribute to Dead 
Funeral of John Beck, Sr., This Afternoon 
The funeral of John Beck sr., whose death occurred last Thursday, was held this afternoon from the home of 
his son, 809 6th street southwest.  Interment was made at Congressional cemetery, and the services were in 
charge of the Masonic order, of which he has been an active member for a number of years. 
 
Mr. Beck was born in Philadelphia September 30, 1817, and was one of the charter members of the famous 
"Beck" band of that city, which was organized by seven of the Beck brothers.  August 21, 1842 he was 
married to Miss Elizabeth Caldwell in Philadelphia, and was a resident of that city until 1848, when he 
removed to Morgantown, W.Va., where he lived until 1852.  At that time he became a resident of 
Washington, and lived here continuously up to the time of his death. 
 
For a number of years Mr. Beck was a clerk in the Post Office Department.  Later he became connected with 
the firm of Harvey, Clark & Given, and for many years was a faithful employe, enjoying the respect and 
confidence of the members of the firm. 
 
Mr. Beck was a prominent member of the Masonic order, being affiliated with Union Lodge of Morgantown, 
W.Va., and later with Hope Lodge, No. 20, of this city.  He had been a member of the Masonic Mutual 
Relief Association since September 13, 1871. 
 
March 27, 1896, Mrs. Beck died, and since that time he resided with his son, John Beck, jr.  Besides his son 
mentioned, one daughter, Mrs. L.O. Knowles of Riverdale, Md., four grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren survive him. 

 
Beck, Joseph R. d. 25 Mar 1841 21 yrs. R55/215 

Beck:  In this city yesterday after a few days illness in the 22d year of his age, Mr. Joseph R. Beck.  The 
relatives and friends of the family are invited to attend his funeral this afternoon at 3 o'clock from the 
residence of his father Joseph W. Beck, corner of 3d and A street east. 
 

Beck, Joseph W. d. 19 Nov 1854   Beck Vault  
Beck.  On the 19th instant, Joseph Beck, in the 61st year of his age.  The friends and acquaintances of the 
family are respectfully invited to attend the funeral from his late residence, corner of 3d and A streets, 
Capitol Hill on Friday at 2 o'clock p.m. 

 
The Evening Star, November 20, 1854 
Sudden Death 
We regret to hear that Jos. W. Beck, Esq., one of our old and most valuable citizens, died suddenly last night, 
at his residence on Capitol Hill, of an asthmatic affection, which has been very prevalent during a few weeks 
past.  Mr. Beck has been for years a justice of the peace in the county of Washington, and at the time of his 
death occupied the position of police magistrate of the Fifth district.  The suddenness of his death raised 
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doubts in the minds of his friends this morning as to the truth of the report.  He was attending to business last 
evening, we are told, and was attacked soon after his business hours and died in a very short time after. 

 
 Beck, Mrs. Mary C. d. 16 Feb 1873 24 yrs.   R11/61  

Beck.  On Sunday morning, February 16 of smallpox, Mary C. Beck, beloved wife of W.H. Beck in the 25th 
year of her age. 
   She said she did not wish to go, 
   And leave her happy home; 
   But if the Lord desired it so, 
   His will, not mine be done. 

 
Beck, Rezin d. 6 Jul 1860   Beck Vault 

Beck.  At his residence in this city on the 5th inst., Mr. Rezin Beck in the 63d year of his age.  A member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church for 50 years, his life adorned his profession.  He was in the highest sense of 
the term a Christian and in all the relations of his life, he sustained a high character for kindness, honesty and 
integrity.  The friends of the family are respectfully invited to attend his funeral from the Wesley Chapel at 3 
1/2 o'clock p.m. Sunday, 8th instant. 
 
The Evening Star, July 7, 1860 
Death of an Estimable Citizen 
Mr. Rezin Beck one of our oldest and most respectable citizens died at his residence in this city, yesterday 
morning.  His funeral will take place tomorrow afternoon and will be attended by the Order of Odd Fellows 
with which fraternity he had long been connected. 
 
The Evening Star, July 9, 1860 
The Funeral of Mr. Rezin Beck took place yesterday afternoon and was largely attended.  The Odd Fellows, 
accompanied by Withers’ band, were represented by the Grand Encampment, Columbia Encampment No. 1, 
and Central Lodge No. 1.  From the late residence of the deceased the corpse was conveyed to Wesley 
Chapel, where the religious services were conducted by the Rev. Messrs. Edwards and Macauley, the latter 
preaching a suitable sermon.  The cortege then proceeded to the Congressional Cemetery where, after the 
“last sad rites” of the Odd Fellows, conducted by Chaplain R.W. Middleton, the body was deposited in the 
family vault.  The deceased was an  old and highly respected citizen of Washington, and his services as an 
instructor of the young have directed the feet of many in the path that led to honor and wealth.  His scholars 
will retain him in grateful remembrance. 
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