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Burch, Agnes B. d. 18 Aug 1891 24 yrs.   R18/251  
Burch.  At St. Elizabeth's Hospital on August 18, 1891, at 6:40 a.m., Miss Agnes B. Burch, aged 24 years.  
Funeral will take place from Fifth Baptist Church (Virginia avenue between 4 1/2 and Sixth streets 
southwest) at 2 o'clock p.m. on Thursday.  Friends and relatives invited. 
 
Burch.  The remains of Miss Agnes B. Burch will be taken from the vault and buried in Congressional 
Cemetery Wednesday, August 26, at 3 o'clock p.m.  

 
Burch, Andrew A. d. 26 Dec 1927   R58/213  

Burch.  On Monday, December 26, 1927 at his residence, Berwyn, Md., Andrew A., son of the late Martha 
and Thomas W. Burch.  Requiem mass at Holy Redeemer Church, Berwyn, Md., Wednesday, December 28 
at 10 a.m.  Relatives and friends invited.  Interment at Congressional Cemetery. 

 
Burch, Arthur C. d. 19 Jan 1930   R58/213  

Burch, Arthur C.  Sunday, January 19, 1930, Arthur C. Burch, son of the late Thomas W. and Martha Burch.  
Funeral services at Saffell's chapel, 5th and H streets n.w. on Wednesday, January 22 at 8:30 a.m.  Mass at 
St. Mary's Church at 9 a.m.  Interment Congessional Cemetery. 

 
Burch, Charles F. d. 3 Oct 1904   R58/215  

Burch.  On Monday morning, October 3, 1904, at his residence, 926 4th street northwest, Charles Frederick, 
beloved husband of Minnie Burch (nee Lambdin) and youngest son of the late Martha Burch.  Funeral 
Wednesday, October 5, from the late residence, 926 4th street northwest, at 3 p.m.  Friends and relatives 
invited.  (Baltimore and Winchester, Va., papers please copy). 

 
Burch, Charles H. d. 22 Oct 1905   R109/194 

Burch.  On Sunday, October 22, 1905 at the residence of Mrs. John F. Riley, 634 F street southwest, Charles 
Burch, beloved son of the late George and Rosalie Burch of Lynchburg, Va.  Funeral from his late residence, 
Tuesday, October 24 at 8:30 a.m.  Friends and relatives invited.  Mass at St. Dominic's Church. 

 
Burch, Delia A. d. 14 Aug 1861 27 yrs.   R37/124  

Burch.  On the 14th inst. After a lingering illness, Miss Delia A. Burch, aged 27 years.  Funeral to take place 
this afternoon at 5 o'clock from the residence of her mother, 14th street opposite Willard's Hotel where the 
friends and acquaintances of the family are respectfully requested to attend without further notice.  

 
 Burch, Eliza d. 13 Mar 1893 66 yrs.   R69/40  

Birch.  On Monday, March 13, 1893, at 9:50 a.m., after a short but painful illness, which she bore with 
Christian fortitude, Mrs. Eliza J. Birch, in the 67th year of her age.  Funeral will take place on Wednesday, 
March 15, at 3 o'clock from her late residence, 470 E street southwest.  Friends and relatives are respectfully 
invited to attend.  

 
Burch, Francis Raymond d. 28 Feb 1883 2 yrs. 1 mos.   R75/214  

Birch.  Wednesday morning, February 28, 1883, at 12 o'clock, Francis Raymond Birch, aged 2 years and 1 
month, son of Thomas G. and Mary E. Birch.  Funeral will take place Saturday morning, at eleven o'clock, 
from the residence of his father, No. 702 Seventh street southwest.  Friends of the family are requested to 
attend.  

 
Burch, George Colton d. 5 Aug 1906 15 yrs.   R144/185 

Burch.  On Sunday, August 5, 1906 at noon, at Colonial Beach, Va., George Colton Burch, only son of J.B. 
and Lillian Burch, in the 16th year of his age.  Funeral services at his father's residence, 511 D street 
southeast, Tuesday morning, 11 o'clock. 

 
The Evening Star, August 6, 1906, p. 2 
Loses Life in River 
George Colton Burch Drowned at Colonial Beach 
Body Brought to This City 
Funeral From the Residence of the Parents Tomorrow Morning 
Sad Ending of a Lad's Outing 
Had Gone Out in a Boat With Others and the Craft Was Overturned 
The remains of George Colton Burch, fifteen years of age, of 511 D street southeast, who was drowned 
yesterday morning shortly before 11:30 o'clock at Colonial Beach, were brought to this city this morning and 
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conveyed to Lee's undertaking establishment, where they were prepared for burial and thence to the family 
home. 

 
The funeral will take place tomorrow morning at 11 o'clock at the residence of his parents, Rev. Mr. Graves, 
pastor of the Falls (Va.) Church Baptist Church, will officiate.  Interment will be at Congressional cemetery.  
The pallbearers, who were chosen from among the boy's young companions, will be Walter White, Edwin 
Tyler, Evans Reed, Harold Shannon, Samuel McCauley and John Hardey. 
 
There were several hundred bathers within easy reach of young Burch, but none knew that he was in danger.  
He had gone out with three companions, all of Washington, in a rowboat.  The names of the boys could not 
be definitely learned, but it is said one was Roland Boller and another was named Robertson.  The third has 
not been identified. 

 
After leaving the beach the boys began to frolic in the boat and the craft was overturned, plunging the four 
occupants into the water.  Burch was the only one who could not swim.  For a time his companions, who 
believed he was a swimmer, thought he was showing them his ability in remaining under water.  They were 
sure he would come up again, and they said nothing. 
 
At last they raised an outcry, and many of the bathers went to the rescue.  All of them dived into the water 
frequently in search of the boy, but always came up empty-handed.  The search lasted fully two hours before 
a man brought the lad to the survace.  The name of the man who recovered the body was not stated, although 
it is known that he lives on 11th street southeast. 
 
Most of the bathers had paid no attention to the upturned boat, believing the boys had done it purposely  A 
sister of young Burch was bathing at the time of the accident, and was informed of her brother's death.  She 
swooned before she could reach the shore, and it was with difficulty that she was kept above the surface 
while being taken to the beach.  Restoratives were applied and she soon recovered. 
 
Mr. J.R. Burch, father of the drowned boy is assistant superintendent of the Prudential Insurance Company at 
the Commercial National Bank building in this city.  He was spending the day with Mrs. Burch, his son and 
his three daughters, Miss L.M. Burch, Miss D.A. Burch and Miss Lillian Burch, at the beach.  All of these 
excepting the boy, went down the river Friday.  Young Burch, who was employed for the summer by the 
Southern Railway Company, followed them Saturday evening. 
 
Incorrect Rumor 
It was at first stated that the boys were diving from the boat, but this statement, according to Mr. Burch, is 
not correct.  He states that his son could not swim, and therefore would not attempt to dive. 
 
Harbormaster Sutton, who is ill at his cottage at Colonial Beach, where he is passing his vacation, sent a man 
with the grappling irons to search for the body of the boy after he was told of the accident. 
 
As soon as the body was recovered arrangements were made by the family to return to Washington.  They 
applied to the captain of the steamboat St. Johns for permission to bring the body to this city aboard the boat, 
but the request was denied.  Mr. Burch, however, was relieved of all anxiety in this respect, Mr. Robert H. 
Bontz of 11 N street northwest, employed at the Columbia Theater, offering his launch, the B.C.L., and his 
services, which were gratefully accepted. 
 
The boy's body was cared for in the best manner then possible and the launch left Colonial Beach at 11 
o'clock last night, arriving at the 7th street wharf this morning at half past 6.  Those in the boat besides its 
owner were Mr. Burch, F.L. Walter of 27 1/2 Bates street northwest and E. Leaman of 764 Gresham street 
northwest. 

 
When seen at his home this morning, Mr. Burch said he would have to be excused for not giving many 
details.  "I haven't quite completely recovered from the shock.  All the funeral arrangements have been 
completed.  As to my family, all are prostrated, especially Mrs. Burch.  I owe a debt of gratitude to a great 
many people, but especially to Mr. Bontz, who certainly proved to be a great friend at such a time." 
 
"I offered my services and my launch to Mr. Burch," said Mr. Bontz to a Star reporter today, "when I first 
learned of the accident.  Why the body was refused by the captain of the St. Johns I cannot tell." 
 
"It was imperative that the body be brought into Washington at once as the law allows only thirty hours after 
death for a body to be brought into the city, without first being embalmed and prepared for burial.  There 
were no such facilities at the beach, and therefore the need of a quick conveyance." 
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In speaking about the accident, Mr. Walter said that the boys had more than likely been rocking the boat, and 
that when they went under water George Burch did not come to the surface because he was not a swimmer.  
He added that the run from Colonial Beach was made in good time, considering the handicaps of the hurried 
run at night.  The B.C.L. is a launch thirty-five feet in length, and has been used by the owner for pleasure 
only. 
 
Statement of Steamboat Company 
At the offices of the E.A. Randall Steamboat Company it was stated that the reason the body of the drowned 
boy was not accepted for transportation aboard the St. Johns was because his family did not have the 
required coroner's certificate.  Furthermore it would have been impossible to procure the certificate before 
the hour set for the boat to leave for Washington. 

 
The Evening Star, August 7, 1906, p. 5 
Funeral of George C. Burch 
Lad Who Was Drowned at Colonial Beach Buried Today 
The funeral of George Colton Burch, the boy who was drowned at Colonial Beach Sunday, occurred this 
morning from his late home, 511 D street southeast, Rev. A.W. Graves, pastor of the Falls Church, Va. 
Baptist Church, an uncle of the dead boy, officiated.  Interment was at Congressional cemetery, many of the 
schoolmates of young Burch attending.  Many beautiful floral pieces were placed upon the casket.  The 
pallbearers were Walter White, Edwin Tyler, Evans Reed, Harold Shannon, Sam McCauley and John Hardy. 
 
The body of the boy was found two hours after the drowning, one hundred years out.  It was recovered by 
Toye Olsen and John Kees, Dr. William G. Schafhirt of 1008 F street made every effort to resuscitate the 
boy, but it was finally conceded that life was extinct. 
 
Coroner W.C. Minor held an inquest, and the jury composed of Charles T. Terry, P. Snider, George W. 
Staples, Henry Staples and C.S. Rowley, rendered a verdict of accidental drowning. 
 
In an interview with a reporter for The Star, J.B. Burch, the boy's father, declared that the statement made at 
the office of the E.S. Randall Steamboat Company of the reasons for declining to bring home the boy's body 
aboard the St. Johns the evening of the drowning, printed in yesterday's Star, was not correct. 
 
"I wish to state," said Mr. Burch, "that the statement relative to the coroner's certificate is unqualifiedly false.  
I had the necessary coroner's certificate in my pocket when I asked Captain Randall to allow the remains of 
my boy to be brought up on the St. Johns.  Captain Randall did not ask me if I had such a certificate, but 
most positively refused to allow me to bring my dead son up on said boat under any circumstances." 
 
"I make this statement to correct any false or erroneous impression which may have been conveyed by the 
above statement of the E.S. Randall Company." 

 
Burch, Ida Virginia d. 15 May 1876 17 yrs.   R4/147  

Burch.  On the morning of May 15, 1876 at 4 1/2 a.m., Ida Virginia in the 18th year of her age, eldest 
daughter of Joseph A. and Nancy V. Burch.  Funeral will take place from the Fifth Baptist Church, 17th inst. 
At 2 1/2 o'clock.  Relatives and friends are invited to attend. 

 
Burch, James A. d. 1 Oct 1849 37 yrs. R51/B-1 

Burch.  Yesterday morning after a short illness, Mr. James A. Burch, aged 37 years.  Funeral to take place 
this afternoon at 3 o'clock from his late residence on 4-1/2 street near Maryland ave.  Where his friends and 
acquaintances are requested to attend without further notice. 

 
Burch, James Albert d. 28 Mar 1856 22 yrs.   R37/125  

Burch.  On the 28th instant, James Albert Burch in the 23d year of his age. 
 
Burch, James W. d. 29 Sep 1862 9 yrs. 8 mos. 29 days R25/168  

Burch.  On the 29th instant, after a short but painful illness, youngest son of J.W. and E.J. Birch, aged 9 
years 8 months and 29 days. 
   My age it was tender, the bud not half bloomed, 
   When Jesus hat called me to lay in my tomb; 
   Farewell, dear parents! my playmates, adieu! 
   I am high up in glory, praying for you. 
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Burch, John L. d. 17 Apr 1909   R164/247 
The Evening Star, April 17, 1909 
Discouraged, Jumps to Death 
John L. Burch Leaps From Railroad Bridge 
Dies at the Casualty Hospital Three Hours Later 
Content to Face the End 
Feeling that his occupation as cabman would amount to but little in the future, because of the improvements 
being made to perfect horseless vehicles, John L. Burch ended his life last evening by jumping from the top 
railing of the railroad bridge at 2d and M streets northeast.  It was about 6 o'clock when he made the jump, 
and about three hours later he died at the Casualty Hospital.  Coroner Nevitt made an investigation today, 
and gave the necessary certificate of death, being satisfied that Burch committed suicide. 
 
Burch selected a place to end his life near the spot where John Wahl was accidentally killed a few days ago.  
When he leaped from the bridge a number of children were playing near where he fell.  They were frightened 
at the sight of the man falling so great a distance, nearly fifty feet. 
 
When Burch, who lived at 641 2d street northeast, left his wife, Mrs. Alice Burch, at home yesterday 
afternoon he said nothing to her to indicate he was going to end his life, and she was greatly shocked when 
told of his act.  She hurried to the hospital, reaching there after her husband had regained consciousness, and 
remained with him until he died. 
 
During the time Burch was a patient at the Casualty Hospital he displayed remarkable nerve.  With Dr. 
Moffit he discussed his adversities, recalling his discouraging experience as cabman after he had failed to 
make a success of the dairy business, and seemed content that his earthly career and troubles would soon 
end.  His wife was hysterical most of the time she was at the hospital. 
 
The Evening Star, April 19, 1909, p. 20 
Funeral of John L. Burch 
Funeral services over the remains of John L. Burch, who died Friday night at the Casualty Hospital of 
injuries received in jumping from a railroad bridge at 2d and M streets northeast, were held at 2 o'clock this 
afternoon at the undertaking establishment of the R.M. Perry Company, 58 G street northeast.  Rev. Dr. 
Marshall, pastor of the North Capitol M.E. Church, officiated.  Interment was made in Congressional 
cemetery.  A number of relatives of the deceased from Maryland attended the funeral.  Besides his wife, a 
son, J. Tilden Burch of Boyds, Md.; three brothers, Caly Burch of Boyds, Md.; William Burch of Poolesville, 
Md., and Robert Burch of Cumberland, Md., survive him. 

 
Burch, John T. d. 20 Nov 1908 66 yrs.   R58/215  

Burch.  Suddenly, Friday, November 20, 1908, John T. Burch, husband of Mary A. Burch.  Funeral from St. 
Jerome's Catholic Church, Monday, he 23d inst. at 10 a.m.  Friends invited.  Interment private. 
 
The Evening Star, November 20, 1908, p. 7 
Dead In Police Cell 
Fate of J.T. Burch, 12 Years Magistrate at Berwyn 
Locked Up As Intoxicated 
Death Due to Heart Failure Hastened by Drink, Coroner Finds 
Body Is Taken To Morgue 
Recognized Authority on Government Land Affairs --  
Prominent in County Politics 
John T. Burch, for twelve years magistrate at Berwyn, Prince George county, Md., was found dead this 
morning in a cell in the sixth precinct station, where he had been locked up over night on a charge of 
intoxication.  His body was removed to the morgue. 
 
Death was due to heart failure, hastened by the use of alcoholic stimulants, according to the finding of the 
coroner, after an autopsy held at the morgue this morning. 
 
Burch, who was sixty-six year of age, and lived a Berwyn, was locked up about 5:30 o'clock last evening.  
He was seen by police in charge of the station a number of times during the night. 
 
At midnight he was told he might go home.  He declined to go, saying the last car had probably gone and he 
would be unable to start for home before morning. 
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This morning shortly before 5 o'clock Desk Sergeant Harry Evans went to look after the man from Berwyn.  
The body was on the floor.  Evans opened the door and touched the body to find it cold in death. 
 
Coroner Nevitt was notified.  He directed that the body be removed to the morgue.  There he held an autopsy 
later in the morning. 
 
Prominent in County 
Judge Burch, as he was known because of his long service as a Berwyn magistrate, was a native of this city, 
born in the vicinity of 5th and E streets northwest.  For years he lived near 5th and H streets northwest. 
 
There his mother died only two or three years ago.  She left a large estate which has not been settled. 
 
A clerk in the general land office for years, Mr. Burch was regarded as one of the best government land 
authorities. 
 
He severed his connection with the government to engage in practice as an expert in laws affecting 
government land and had an office in the Pacific building.  There his son, John Earle Burch was in the 
blueprint business. 
 
About twenty years ago he moved to Prince George county.  There he became an active politician, 
establishing and editing a democratic paper at Berwyn several years ago. 
 
Twelve years ago he was appointed a magistrate under the republican administration, although a democrat.  
During two recent sessions of the Maryland legislature he served as clerk in one of the legislative branches. 
 
Taken to Police Cell 
Yesterday Judge Burch remained at his office until after 4 o'clock and showed no signs of intoxication when 
he left the building.  On his way out of the building he had a pleasant word to say to the colored boy in 
charge of the elevator.  Little more than an hour later Policeman Humphries found him in the street and sent 
him to the police station.  A charge of intoxication was preferred against him. 
 
At the station Mr. Burch was able to give his name and address before being led back to a cell. 
 
"He was visited every hour," Capt. Byrnes stated this morning.  "At midnight he was practically discharged.  
He was told that he might go.  He asked that he be permitted to remain until morning.  "His request was 
granted.  He was really not a prisoner at the time of his death." 
 
Policeman Hanley visited the cellroom several times after midnight and saw that Mr. Burch and others in the 
cells were all right. 
 
Friends of the dead man say that Mr. Burch had suffered from heart trouble for years.  He was not a steady 
drinker, they stated, but did indulge at long intervals. 
 
The wife and three sons survive.  The sons are John Earle, Philip Highland and Raymond Burch. 
 
Mrs. Burch is a daughter of the late Gen. McEwen.  Her mother is still living in this city. 
 
Body To Be Taken Home 
Berwyn, Md., November 20 -- His family has been notified of the death in a police cell this morning of 
Justice of the Peace John T. Burch a well-known and highly respected citizen of Maryland, who had resided 
at Berwyn, Prince George county, for the past twenty years.  Undertaker Gasch, at Bladensburg, was sent for 
and the remains will be brought to the home. 
 
Justice Burch was personally acquainted with all the leading democratic politicians of the state, and was 
particularly close to the late United States Senator, A.P. Gorman. 
 
The members of the family are afraid to inform the widow of his death, fearing the shock will be too much 
for her.  She is troubled with heart disease. 

 
Burch, Lillian V. d. 10 Aug 1939 74 yrs.   R144/183 

Burch, Lillian V.  On Thursday, August 10, 1939 at her residence, 511 D street s.e., Lillian V. Burch, the 
beloved wife of the late James B. Burch and mother of Mrs. Laura Mae Decker, Mrs. Lillian D. Yeager and 
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Mrs. Dorothy A. Fiester.  Funeral services at her late residence on Saturday, August 2 at 2:30 p.m.  Relatives 
and friends invited.  Interment Congressional Cemetery. 
 
The Evening Star, August 12, 1939, p. A-10 
Mrs. Lillian V. Burch Last Rites Today 
Funeral services for Mrs. Lillian V. Burch, 74, who died Thursday at her home, 511 D street S.E., were to be 
held at her home at 2 p.m. today, with burial following in Congressional Cemetery. 
 
Mrs. Burch was the widow of James B. Burch, an official with the Prudential Insurance Co.  She was a 
member of Martha Chapter No. 5, Order of the Eastern Star, and of the Metropolitan Baptist Church. 
 
Surviving are three daughters, Mrs. Laura Mae Decker, Mrs. Lillian Yeager and Mrs. Dorothy Fiester, all of 
Washington; two brothers, George Colton of Washington and Richard Colton of Relay, Md.; a sister, Mrs. 
H.P. Mills of Phoenix, Ariz., and eight grandchildren. 

 
Burch, Martha d. 8 Feb 1904   R58/214  

Burch.  At her residence, 460 H street northwest, Monday, February 8, 1904 at 9:15 a.m., Martha, widow of 
the late Thomas W. Burch.  Funeral from her late residence, 460 H street northwest, Wednesday, February 
10, 3 p.m.  Friends and relatives invited.  Interment private. 
 
The Evening Star, February 11, 1904 
Death of an Aged Resident 
The remains of Mrs. Martha Burch, who died on Monday last at her residence, No. 460 H street northwest, 
were interred at Congressional cemetery yesterday at 3 o'clock by her sons and grandson.  Mrs. Burch was 
the last of the old residents of the vicinity of 5th and H streets, where she was born and had passed her life. 
 
Many years ago she was married to the late Thomas W. Burch, and raised a family of seven children, all of 
whom survive her.  Her death causes great sorrow to her many friends and relatives.  She was held in high 
esteem. 

 
Burch, Mary G. d. 18 Sep 1882 38 yrs.    Vault  

Birch.  On Monday, September 18th, 1882, at 5:40 a.m., Mrs. Mary J., beloved wife of John O. Birch, in the 
39th year of her age. 
   In Memory of My Departed Wife 
   I loved, oh, no tongue can tell, 
 
   How much I loved her and how well; 
   God loved her too, and he thought best, 
   To take my Mary home to rest. 
 
   The Children To Their Mother 
   Thy cheerful smile we long to see, 
   And hear thy welcome voice; 
   That often in a trouble home, 
   Made our sad hearts rejoice. 

 
   Sleep on, dearest mother, sleep, 
   Thy children mourn thy loss; 
   Around thy silent grave we weep, 
   That is covered o'er with moss. 
          By Her Children 
Funeral will take place from the residence of her husband, 819 F street southwest, at 3 o'clock p.m., on 
Wednesday, 20th inst.  Relatives and friends of the family respectfully invited to attend.  

 
Burch, Nancy Virginia d. 23 Sep 1881 42 yrs.   R4/147  

Burch.  On Friday, September 23, 1881, Mrs. Nancy Virginia Burch, wife of Joseph A. Burch in the 43d year 
of he age.  Funeral Sunday, the 25th inst., at 3 o'clock p.m., from the Fifth Baptist Church, Virginia avenue 
southwest.  Relatives and friends respectfully invited to attend. 

 
Burch, Pvt. Philip d. 25 Mar 1902  R147/254 

[U.S. Marine Corps (DC)] 
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Burch, Richard H. d. 16 Feb 1887 63 yrs.   R18/13  
Burch.  On Wednesday, February 16, 1887 at 1 p.m. after a long and painful illness, Richard H. Burch, sr., 
aged 63 years.  Funeral from his late residence, No. 1112 New Jersey avenue southeast on Sunday (20th) at 3 
p.m.  Friends and relatives invited to attend. 

 
Burch, Richard H. d. 9 Feb 1910  R18/15 

Burch.  On Wednesday, Feb. 9, 1910 at 6 p.m., Richard H., beloved son of Georgianna and the late Richard 
H. Burch.  Funeral from his late residence, 1112 New Jersey ave. southeast, Friday Feb. 11 at 3:30 p.m.  
Relatives and friends invited. 

 
Burch, Sarah d. 9 Apr 1862 55 yrs.   R39/123  

Burch.  Suddenly on the morning of the 9th inst., Mrs. Sarah Burch in the 56th year of his age.  Her funeral 
will take place from her late residence, No 478th st. between E and F on tomorrow (Thursday) afternoon at 3 
o'clock.  The friends and acquaintances of the family are respectfully invited to attend. 

 
Burch, Susan d. 21 Jan 1864 74 yrs.   R83/178  

Burch.  On Thursday, 21st inst. At 9 o'clock a.m. of pneumonia, Mrs. Susan Burch, aged 74 years.  Funeral 
on Saturday the 23d inst. At 2 o'clock p.m. from her late residence, 333 F street between 9th and 10th streets. 

 
Burch, William A. d. 13 Jun 1866 15 yrs. R18/11 

The Evening Star, June 14, 1866 
Drowned 
Yesterday William Burch, a lad 15 years old, ,son of Richard Burch, a carpenter, who resides on New Jersey 
avenue between L and M streets south was drowned in the Potomac at Guinard’s Wharf foot of 4th street 
east.  When last seen he was fishing from the wharf having previously cast loose the lines for the steamer 
Wawaset, which had started with an excursion party.  The lad was subject to fits, and it is supposed fell 
overboard in one of those attacks.  The body had not been recovered at an early hour this morning. 
 
The Evening Star, June 15, 1866 
Recovered. 
This morning about 6 o’clock the body of William Burch, the little boy who was drowned on the morning of 
the 13th instant in the Potomac was found by William Rothingham floating in the Eastern Branch near Poplar 
Point.  The body was taken to the house of his mother and father at the foot of 4th street near the river and 
the coroner was notified to hold an inquest. 
 
Burch.  On the 13th instant, Willie H., oldest son of Richard H. and Georgeanna E. Burch in the 16th year of 
his age. 
 
   A little heart has ceased to beat 
   That once was filled with love 
   But strikes its measured notes again 
   In that bright land above. 
 
   A mind mature beyond its years 
   Has faded out in time 
   But lives again beyond the stars 
   In heaven’s blissful clime. 
 
   Those black eyes that gleamed with joy 
   Will gleam on earth no more 
   But open again in brighter scenes 
   Beyond the earthly shore. 
 
   That silvery voice that sang so clear 
   Is now forever gone 
   But wakes again in clearer strains 
   Around Jehovah’s throne. 
 
   The little one so fond and good 
   Has faded from our view 
   Transported from this earth by death 
   To better bloom anew. 
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   We miss thee much!  A void is left 
   Within our anguished heart 
   To heal no more until that day 
   We meet, no more to part. 

 
His funeral will take place on Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock from his parents residence on New Jersey 
avenue between L and M streets south (Baltimore and Philadelphia papers please copy). 

 
 

Interments in the Historic Congressional Cemetery    Last Updated:  07/02/06 


