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Stansbury, Arthur Tipton d. 13 May 1842 6 yrs. 3 mo. R32/151 
Stansbury.  On Wednesday evening, May 11, Arthur Tipton Stansbury, infant son of Capt. Howard Stansbury 
of the U.S. Topographical Corp, aged 6 years and 3 months.  The friends of the family are invited to attend 
the funeral from the residence of his grandfather, Arthur J. Stansbury of this city, corner of B street south, 
opposite the Mall, on Friday morning at 11 o'clock. 
 

Stansbury, Charles F. d. 3 Feb 1882   R51/196  
The Evening Star, October 30, 1873 
Masonic Matters 
... C.F. Stansbury, esq., has received a communication from the Masonic Grand Lodge of Memphis, stating 
that the contributions received for the yellow fever sufferers were almost sufficient to cover all immediate 
wants, and closing with a request that all future contributions be sent to their more needy brethren at 
Shreveport. 
 
The Evening Star, Nov. 4, 1858 
List of Businesses 
Patent Agents 
Charles F. Standsbury, S.E. cor. 7th and F sts. 
 
Harper, Kenton N., History of the Grand Lodge, 1911 
pp. 356-357:  Grand Master, 1862 and 1871-74 
Charles Frederick Stansbury, pp. 356-357 
Grand Master, 1862 and 1871-74 
Born in New York City, October 13, 1821, he spent his boyhood and early youth in Washington at the old 
family mansion on Seventh Street, N.W., opposite the General Post Office. 

 
Bro. Stansbury was educated at Princeton College, N.J., and graduated therefrom when nineteen years old.  
He subsequently studied medicine, but not having a taste for the practice abandoned it for the law, which was 
more congenial, making a specialty of patent law. 
 
He was a finished scholar, a zealous student, a forcible and vigorous writer, a pleasing speaker, and as a 
husband, parent, brother, and friend, few men were more loved and revered. 
 
He was appointed by President Pierce as Commissioner of the great English Exposition and World’s Far in 
1854, and remained there several years, frequently visiting Continental Europe during the period. 
 
In his earlier years he was associated with his brother, Col. Howard M. Stansbury, of the U.S. Topographical 
Engineers, in making surveys in the Western Territories. 
 
In Masonry, Grand Master Stansbury was a star of the first magnitude not only locally but nationally, and his 
active participation in all its affairs of the highest and most lasting value. 
 
On the occasion of the great calamity which befell Chicago in 1871, he proceeded personally with several 
brethren to carry to the distressed brethren of that city the offering of the District, and so tactfully was this 
mission performed that later he was again called to Chicago as one of a commission to examine the record of 
the Relief Committee. 
 
Prominent among his good works were his untiring efforts on behalf of the long-neglected Washington 
Monument Society, and to his active and efficient labors as a member of the Monument Society is the 
country especially indebted for the renewed interest and work on that structure. 
 
Bro. Stansbury was initiated in St. John’s Lodge, No. 11, February 7, 1857; passed March 13, 1857, and 
raised May 13, 1857; withdrew July 14, 1865, and affiliated January 1882; was Secretary in 1859, Senior 
Warden, 1860, and Master 1861 and 1863.  He also held honorary membership in Hiram Lodge, No. 10, 
being elected thereto in 1873. 
 
He received the Capitular degrees in Washington R.A. Chapter, No. 2, in the spring of 1857. 
 
His death occurred January 31, 1882, and the following extract from the tribute of the special committee of 
the Grand Lodge reflects perhaps the estimation in which this good man was held by his contemporaries: 
 
“… A great leader has passed away, his voice is hushed in death; ‘but tho dead, he yet speaketh.’  He has left 
us an example of intelligence and refinement worthy of any age.  The home circle has lost a kind husband 
and father.  The community an exemplary and honored citizen.  The Masonic Fraternity a tried and trusted 
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leader, an eminent expounder of its principles, a zealous worker, an enthusiastic supporter, a true member.  
His many valuable contributions to Masonic literature and jurisprudence, his exalted rank and cultivated 
intellect, his devotion to duty and noble efforts for the good of a beloved Order, make his loss most sensibly 
felt and lamented, not only as a loyal and popular brother Mason, but as one of its most cultivated, gifted, and 
refined exemplars, besides a most conscientious and unselfish friend and advisor.”  
 

Stansbury, Ellen R. d. 20 May 1872   R51/197 
Stansbury.  On Monday morning, May 20th at 5 o'clock, Ellen R. Riley, daughter of the late Thomas R. Riley 
and wife of Charles F. Stansbury, of this city.  Her funeral will take place from 629 E street on Wednesday 
afternoon at 4 o'clock.  Friends of the family are invited to attend. 

 
Stansbury, Ethel May d. 3 Apr 1898 1 yr. 3 mos. 1 days R134/178 

Stansbury.  On Sunday, April 3, 1898 at 11:45 p.m., Ethel May, infant daughter of Forrest E. and Maggie M. 
Stansbury, aged 1 year 3 months and 1 day. 

 
Stansbury, Fred Owen d. 4 Apr 1900 1 yr. 3 mos. 5 days R134/178 

Stansbury.  Fred Owen, infant son of Forrest E. and Maggee M. Stansbury, aged 1 year 1 month.  Funeral 
from parents residence, 492 N street southwest, Friday, April 6 at 3 p.m.  Friends and relatives invited. 

 
Stansbury, Howard M. b. 25 Dec 1852 - d. 24 Feb 1879 26 yrs.   R51/199 

Stansbury.  Suddenly in Georgetown on the 24th February 1879, Howard Mason Stansbury in the 27th year 
of his age.  Funeral will take place at the residence of his father, Charles F. Stansbury, Wednesday, 26th inst. 
at 2 o'clock p.m.  Friends and the family are invited to attend (Republican). 

 
The Evening Star, February 25, 1879 
A Sad Case of Suicide occurred here about six o'clock yesterday evening.  Mr. Howard M. Stansbury, son of 
Dr. Charles F. Stansbury of this city, a young man about 27 years of age, committed suicide at his father's 
residence, No. 53 1st street, while laboring under a temporary aberration of mind.  He had come from his 
duties at the Pension office, eaten his dinner and retired to his room, nothing unusual being noticed in his 
manner.  About 6 o'clock the inmates were startled by the report of a pistol and hastening to the room 
occupied by the young man found him lying upon the floor, covered by his low blood.  The ball entered a 
short distance above the right ear, penetrating the brain.  Drs. W. Bowie Tyler and James McV. Machall were 
quickly summoned, but no efforts could avail and in about 15 minutes after the act life was extinct.  Coroner 
Patterson having arrived deemed an inquest unnecessary and gave a certificate for burial.  Much sympathy is 
expressed for the family of the unfortunate young man. 
 
The Evening Star, February 27, 1879 
The Funeral of the late Howard M. Stansbury took place yesterday evening from the residence of his father, 
No. 53 1st street, Rev. Mr. Paret officiated, assisted by the Rev. J.J. Joyce, and the following acted as pall 
bearers:  Messrs. Bradley Wilkins, Howard Goodrich, Hugh Caperton, C.B. Cropley, E.P. Tyler, and J.E. 
Beall.  The interment was at the Congressional burying ground. 

 
Stansbury, Ida M. d. 17 Dec 1891 35 yrs.   R66/344 

Stansbury.  On Thursday, December 17, 1891 at 3:30 p.m., Ida M. beloved wife of Charles J. Stansbury.  
Funeral from her late residence, No. 132 Seventh street northeast at 2 p.m., Sunday.  Friends and relatives 
invited to attend. 

  
Stansbury, Mary S. d. 3 Mar 1901 49 yrs. 6 mos.   R136/178 

Stansbury.  On Sunday, March 3, 1901 at 10 a.m., Mary S. Stansbury, beloved wife of William W. Stansbury 
in the 50th year of her age.  Funeral Tuesday from her late residence, 334 Delaware avenue southwest at 3 
p.m.  Interment at Congressional cemetery. 

 
Stansbury, Maude d. 25 Oct 1906   R66/345 

Stansbury.  On Thursday, October 25, 1906 at 11:35 a.m. at Providence Hospital, Mrs. Maude Stansbury, 
beloved wife of Charles Stansbury and daughter of Ellen and John C. Minor.  The funeral will take place 
from her late residence, 1243 C street southeast, Saturday, October 27 at 2:30 p.m.  Relatives and friends of 
the family are respectfully invited to attend. (Ohio papers please copy). 

 
Stansbury, Susan d. 20 Feb 1852 66 yrs. R51/198 

The National Intelligencer, February 23, 1852 
In this city, on the night of Friday, the 20th instant, in the 67th year of her age, Mrs. Susan Stansbury, wife of 
Arthur J. Stansbury and eldest daughter of the late Hon. Benjamin Brown, member of the House of 
Representatives for the State of Maine. 
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Mrs. S. was in perfect health on the morning of that day, and, while looking at Healy's great picture of 
Webster before the Senate was suddenly seized with an apoplectic attack, of which she died. 
 
The friends of the family, and of her sons, Capt. Howard and Charles F. Stansbury, are invited to attend her 
funeral from her late residence, corner of F and 12th streets, at 11 o'clock this (Monday) morning. 

 
Stansbury, William R. b. 1856 – d. 5 Jun 1927 71 yrs. R50/196 

Stansbury.  On Sunday, June 5, 1927, at 5:42 a.m. at Garfield Hospital, William R. Stansbury clerk of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, in the 72nd year of his age.  Body resting at the residence of his nephew, 
Frederick N. Tyler, 1520 O street, n.w., Funeral services from St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, N.H. ave.  and 
V st. n.w. on Tuesday, June 7 at 10:30 a.m.  Interment (private) at Congressional Cemetery. 
 
The Evening Star, June 6, 1927 
W.R. Stansbury, Court Clerk Dies 
Widely Recognized as an Authority on Appellate Practice 
William Riley Stansbury, 71 years old, chief clerk of the United States Supreme Court, died in Garfield 
Memorial Hospital yesterday after an illness of about 10 weeks. 
 
Born in this city, Mr. Stansbury always resided here except for several years spent in the Signal Corps of the 
United States Army.  He attended Young's private school. 
 
Beginning as the lowest assistant clerk in the United States Supreme Court 45 years ago, he worked his way 
up until promoted to chief clerk in October 1921.  Mr. Stansbury was a widely recognized authority on 
appellate practice and was known to nearly every lawyer practicing before the Supreme Court, many of 
whom depended upon him for information in appellate matters. 
 
The body was taken to the home of his nephew, Frederick S. Tyler, 1529 O street, pending funeral services 
tomorrow.  The services will be held in St. Andrew's Episcopal Church in the morning at 10:30 o'clock.  Rev. 
J.J. Dimon, rector, will officiate,.  Interment will be in Congressional Cemetery. 
 
Chief Justice Taft and the associate justices of the Supreme Court will be honorary pallbearers.  The active 
pallbearers will be Deputy Clerk C. Ellmore Cropley, Assistant Clerks Reginald C. Dilli, Horatio Stonier, 
Reynolds Robertson, Harold Willey, Rodolph Waggaman, the Clerk of the District Court of Appeals, Henry 
W. Hodges and William M. Dove. 
 
Mr. Stansbury had resided with his sisters until the time of their death.  The last sister, Miss Lucy C. 
Stansbury, died shortly before the beginning of his recent illness. 
 
He is survived by his nephew, Mr. Tyler; a brother, Phil R. Stansbury of Rockville, and a niece, Mrs. William 
H. Haydon of Maryland.  He never married. 
 
The Evening Star, June 7, 1927 
Justices Attend Stansbury Rites 
Taft Pays Tribute to Long Service and Efficiency as Court Clerk 
Funeral services for William Riley Stansbury, 71 years old, chief clerk of the United States Supreme Court, 
who died in Garfield Memorial Hospital Sunday, were conducted in St. Andrew's Episcopal Church today at 
10:30 o'clock.  Rev. J.J. Dimon, rector, officiated.  Interment was in Congressional Cemetery. 
 
Chief Justice Taft and the associate justices of the Supreme Court were honorary pall bearers.  Active pall 
bearers were the newly appointed chief clerk, C. Elmore Cropley; Assistant Clerks Reginald C. Dilli, Horatio 
Stonier, Reyonds Robertson, Harold Willey, Rodolph Waggerman, the clerk of the District Court of Appeals, 
Henry W. Hodges, and William M. Dove. 
 
At the final session of the court yesterday, prior to its three months' recess, Chief Justice Taft delivered a 
eulogy of Mr. Stansbury, in which he recounted the latter's long service at the court, praised his efficiency, 
and expressed deep regret over his passing.  He said: 
 
"The court announces with deep personal sorrow the death of William Riley Stansbury, its clerk, at 5 o'clock 
on yesterday (Sunday) morning, June 5."  Then, recalling Mr. Stansbury's 45 years of service in the court and 
his succeeding James D. Maher, as chief clerk in October, 1921, the Chief Justice added: 
 
"He was an accurate, faithful, earnest and efficient public servant.  He was saturated with the traditions of the 
office and familiar to the last detail with all the duties to be discharged in that important place.  He endeared 
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himself in every relation to the members of the court.  He was genial and accommodating, and interested for 
every member of the public, and especially every one of the bar who had to transact business with the court.  
He was a man of the utmost probity and of highest character in every respect." 

 
 
 
Stansbury, William H. b. 2 Dec 1848 - d. 30 Dec 1897 49 yrs.   R90/319 

Stansbury.  On Thursday, December 30, 1897, at 5 a.m. at his home, 619 2nd Street northeast after an illness 
of two weeks, William H., beloved husband of Marion V. Stansbury.  Funeral on Sunday, January 2 from 
Douglass Memorial Church, 11th and H streets northeast at 2 o'clock.  Friends invited. 

 
Stansbuy.  The remains of William H. Stansbury will be removed from the vault and interred in 
Congressional Cemetery on Monday, January 10, 1898 at 2 p.m. 

 
Stansbury, William W. d. 9 Jun 1901 65 yrs.   R136/178 

Stansbury.  On Sunday morning, June 9, 1901 at his residence 1112 2nd street southeast in the 59th year of 
his age.  Funeral will take place from above number at 2:30 p.m.  Sermon at 4th Street Southeast M.P. 
Church.  Interment at Congressional Cemetery. 

 
 

Interments in the Historic Congressional Cemetery    Last Updated:  12/31/2004 


