


SPECIAL EVENTS

On Tuesday, October 28, photographer
Doug Keister will conduct a lecture and book
signing in conjunction with the publication of
his book, Going Out in Style:  The
Architecture of Eternity.  The author of
Painted Ladies, Keister has turned his
attention to the history and construction of
mausoleums. In this appropriate setting, he
will show and discuss some of the most
ostentatious and creative mausoleums in the
country, although none of ours made the cut.
The evening will begin with a quick twilight
tour of the grounds at 7:30 PM followed by
the presentation and light refreshments.
Copies of the book will be available for sale
and signing; proceeds from the sales will
benefit the cemetery. Admission will be
$10.00. Members and guests should reserve
space with their remittance by October 15.

Also Coming Up: November 6, we can never
guarantee that the Marine Band will play at the
gravesite of John Philip Sousa on his birthday
because they may be called to some other official
function, but call the cemetery office a day or two
ahead of time and we hope we will be able to confirm
their traditional appearance.

In the past few months, several ceremonies were
held at Congressional.

May 2, the Society of Former Special Agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation commemorated the
25th anniversary of the death of Director J. Edgar
Hoover. Society president Patrick Mullany led the
ceremonies which included tributes, a bugler, a color
guard and a lone bagpiper playing "Amazing Grace."
Hoover's nephew and great-nephew also attended.
The wrought iron bench and enclosure for the Hoover
site were dedicated by retired agent Daniel Brainard
who personally crafted the fixtures. Over 200 people
attended the event.

May 7, a monument was dedicated at the gravesite of
Joseph N. Nicollet. Nicollet compiled an
extraordinary map of the Upper Mississippi River in
expeditions from 1836-1840. In his travels, he took
only one assistant, a young John C. Fremont. Upon
his return, he reported to Lieutenant William Emory,
later a general, who lies in Congressional only a few
yards away. A South Dakota pine tree has stood on

the site for a few years, but this is the first permanent
marker for Nicollet who was born in France in 1786
and died here in 1843. The South Dakota red granite
marker was donated by Rausch Brothers Monument
Company of Ortonvill, Minnesota and placed at the
urging of Harold L. Tomess of Sisseton, South
Dakota, an admirer of Nicollet. Attending the
ceremony were Nicollet biographers Martha and
Edmund Bray as well as representatives from the
Corps of Engineers and from the Republic of France.
The monument carries Nicollet's own epitaph: He will
triumph who understands how to concentrate and
combine with the greatest skill the benefits of the past
and the demands of the future.

July 4, the Sons of the American Revolution and
representatives of many other patriotic organizations
paid tribute to Elbridge Gerry, continuing an annual
tradition of celebrating Independence Day here. Gerry
is the only signer of the Declaration of Independence
buried in this city.

INTO THE ELECTRONIC AGE

We have set foot on the bridge to the 21st century by
establishing a web site and e-mail address. Melvin and
Thomas Mason, who have already done yeomen's
work to enhance our interment database, put together
our newest lines of communication. The web page
includes a history of the cemetery, a list of prominent
people interred here, illustrations, and a guest book for
visitors' responses. Check it out.

Our web site is:

www.geocities.com/Heartland/Meadows/4633.

Our e-mail address is:
CongressionalCemetery@mail.org

MORE THANK-YOU'S

Paul Sandoe and his grandson David Brown - for
clearing over two acres and keeping it
trimmed.

Kathy Stillman - for keeping our E Street parkway
clean and trimmed.

Joni Bell - for maintaining the beautiful flower
garden around the chapel.

And thanks to all the volunteers
who have responded to our call.
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