


Mary Hall: A New Look
at an Old Profession

One of the most elaborate family plots in the cemetery
lies about half-way between the J. Edgar Hoover site
and the eastern brick wall. The two marble statues
there have been cited as outstanding examples of
Victorian funerary art. The plot is surrounded by a
granite coping which incorporates a quixotic greeting
of "Welcome."

The proprietor of the plot, Mary Hall. was recently
profiled on the front page of the Sunday New York
Times.

In preparing the proposed site of the Museum of the
American Indian just east of the Air and Space
Museum, the Smithsonian directed an archeological
dig.  An inordinate number of champagne bottles.
corks, and broken dishes were uncovered. A study of
documentary evidence, city directories and federal
census records, explained the reason. Mary Hall, the
most prominent resident of the block, had the biggest
and the best brothel in town.

Mary conducted her business at the foot of Capitol
Hill throughout the Civil War and for several years
afterward. In 1862 the Provost Marshal's office
compiled a list of 450 bawdy houses in the city and
rated each one. Mary Hall's house at 349 Maryland
Avenue. SW._ in an area known as "Louse Alley." was
at the top of the list with 18 "inmates" and fine food
and furnishings

In her time. Mary's professton was legal and an
accepted occupation in the federal census. It was not
banned in Washington until 1914 She appears never
to have run afoul of the law.

Mary died a wealthy woman 1n 1886 at the age of 71.
An obituary declared. "Her memory will be kept green
by many who knew her sterling worth" and her
tombstone reads, "Truth was her motto. Her creed.
charity for all "

Elizabeth Barthold O'Brien, an archeology historian
who worked on the project observed, "Mary Hall was
the antithesis of all the moralizing warnings of her day.
She lived a long life, made a lot of money, and left a
gorgeous grave."

Friends (continued)

Dennis founded the Orange Hat Patrol and worked
constantly to improve the quality of life in the
neighborhood. A small, triangular park that he tended
near his home has been named in his honor.

Dennis was buried very near Ethel Robertson and John
Philip Sousa. not far from many of the friends he made
in his years on Capitol Hill.

Mary Craighill was a regular dogwalker of long
standing She founded the St. Mark's Dance School &
Co. in 1962 and taught dance until she retired last
year. Her company performed in Russia and in the
Czech Republic as well as locally at venues as diverse
as the Kennedy Center and the House of Ruth.

In her last note to us. as she prepared to move to
Mitchelleville, Maryland, Mary wrote, "This is a thank
offering for the privilege of using that place over a
period of years. It was a real haven for both me and
the dog. 1 wish you success in keeping it that way "

Lars Jansen was a great supporter of the cemetery.
Past generations of his family are interred here. Mr
Jansen spent his career as an attorney for the Federal
Trade Commission and in retirement turned to
photography. His works were showcased in solo and
groups shows in the metropolitan area. He was a
generous contributor and he visited the cemetery
regularly.

A Summer Wind

During the spring and summer, we lost a record
number of trees to windstorms. Three were felled in
a single day. We want to thank again Nick Sundt and
Tom and Melvin Mason for getting out their chain
saws and cutting the trees into manageable size.
Visitors are welcome to help themselves to as much
firewood as they can carry.

Two Wishes

We occasionally make known our need for specific
items. For those who might have them available for
donation, we could use a pickup truck for hauling
things around the grounds and a dozen matched sturdy
conference chairs for use in the office.
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